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GENTLEMEN, | 
IN CE you were pleaſed to take Notice of 
the following Diſcourſe in fo Extraordinary 
D— 4 Way, I think my ſelf under an abſolute. 
(cceſſity of making it Publick, That You, and 
he World may ſee, that the Cenſure you paſs d 
pon it, was both Unjuſt, and without Reaſon; 
and the Information that was given you, Ground- 
eſs and Malicious. This, I am fatisfy'd, will ap- 
pear to every unprejudiced Reader, when he com- 
Wires the Sermon, with the Preſentment you de- 
FW''rd to Mr. Baron Price, upon Wedneſday the 

uſt of this Inſtant July, which is as follows : 


* We preſent Robert Bull, Rector of Tortworth, 


t 
* & * 
5 d = a» 
— 


VI 2. fs 
Imund Chamberlayne,} David Hughes, Eſa; 
Thomas Trye, | Samuel Saunders, }\ 
bn Blanch, Fobn Hopton, | 
chard Osborn; . 4 William Merrick, . . 
chard Morgan, [ Eſq"? Fobn Still, Cem. 
Stephen Baldwyn, | Edmund Bond, | 
iliam Bayley, | | Fobn Holder Bayſe, £ 
jo, Chamberlayne, l N : oO 


. and one of the Prebendaries of Glouceſter, for 


F that He, on Sunday laſt, in the C 
A2 


athedral 


Church 


| 9 | 
j DEDICATION. 
pe Church of Glouceſter, Preached a Sermon, enter 0a 
©, ing much to Sedition, and to the Diſturbance of Hulſſam al 
« Majeſty's Subjects: In his Sermon, He the (aidfþmpr: 
„ Mr. Bull, reflecting upon Her Majeſty for makinWyou 
f the Peace ; and upon Her Miniſtry, as having anMvery 
„Intention to introduce POPERY ; and endes 
* vouring to infuſe Fealouſies amongſt Her Majeſty 
* Subjedts. | 


GENTLEMEN, 

Tho' this is a General Charge, yet it is a ver 
Heavy one; and if it could, with any manner of 
Juſtice, be faſten'd upon me, I ſhould not on!) 
bear it with the utmoſt Patience, but think my 
ſelf utterly unworthy. of a Place in that Sacred 
Order, of which (I muſt with Grief and Confu 
ſion own) I am but too unworthy.a Member. But 
ſince the View I propoſed to my ſelf, was ſo fa 
from what is ſuggeſted, give me leave to vindicats 
my ſelf from thoſe groſs Miſrepreſentations, which 
if ſuffer d to paſs in the World, without Contra 
dition, muſt for ever fix an indelible Blot on m 
—_ 
The Reader will, without queſtion, be ver 
much ſurprized, when upon reading your Preſent 
ment, and the Diſcourſe that occaſion'd it, E 
finds ſo little room, for ſo Severe an Accuſation Wt 
and leſt he ſhould impute it to any Detect in you 
Apprehenſions, or to ſome other Cauſe as Bad on 
Worſe than that, I think my ſelf obliged fo far 14 
vindicate you, as to acquaint him, that but 0nd 
(if one of you) was preſent to hear it; and that the 


Information you took againſt me was not taken jn 


DEDICATION ij 
enter Oath ; of the Truth of both which Things I 


Ham able to make a Legal Proof. It may not be 
ſaidmproper alſo to let him know, that you are all of 


king 


8 an 
den 


eſty's 


ery Tender Regard for the Intereſt of the Church 
f England, and the whole Body of its Clergy ; of 
hich he muſt needs be throughly convinced, 
hen he ſees with what Tenderneſs, Juſtice, and 
Generoſity you handle the Reputation of a Clergy- 
an. = We 
Pardon me, Gentlemen, if upon this Occaſion, 
expreſs my ſelf with ſome Indignation ; and if 


ver 
er of 
only 
© my 
acred 
onfu 
But 
ſo fa 
licate 
hich 
Otra 
n m 


s well as unfit for the Society of all Good Men; 
xd think it not ſtrange, if I complain of a Proce- 
lure, which I am confident You would not have 
led to the vileſt Malefactor, to a Raviſher or a 
furderer. For would you condemn even ſuch an 
hne, without giving him a fair Hearing? or find 
Bill againſt him without the Oath of at leaſt one 
Ir more credible Witneſſes? J am verily perſuaded, 
hat you would not. Why then ſhould you (You 


2 ver) 


yno profeſs your ſelves Friends and Supporters of 
eſent}ie Clergy) attack the Reputation of a Clergy- 
t, 14Fan in ſo Furious a Manner, and endeavour to ren- 
tion Wer him for the future altogether unqualified to 
1 youtFWilcharge the Duties of his Function? For what 
Bad onfervice can a Man do to the Church of God, who 
far tap ſuppoſed to be a Preacher up of Sedition, and 4 
ut 014ÞiFurber of the Publick Peace > Who is ſo bold, as 


at tha the Pulpit to reflect upon his Sovereign and Her 


en nit, and to infuſe Fealoujies into Her Majeſty's 


Subjects? 


you Gentlemen, who would be thought to have a 


do not ſit down quietly under ſuch Imputations, 
5 muſt render me obnoxious to the Government, 


— — = _—— _—_ 4 
ETD aL 


Rd 


| Subjefts > And yet the Charge you have laid x 


iy DEDICATION. 


gainſt me amounts to all this. But I make nc 
queſtion, but that every impartial Reader, (and 


even you your ſelves when you have peruſed ti! 
following Sermon) will find, that it had quite ano 
ther Tendency ; that inſtead of promoting S 
tion, and diſturbing Her Majeſty's Subjects, it ex - 
horts them to Peace and Union; inſtead of 7e 
ing upon Her Majeſty, it ſpeaks of Her with t 
utmoſt Duty and Reſpect; inſtead of infuſing Tea et, 
and Fealoufies into Her Majeſty's Subjects, it was inf! 
tended to Allay thoſe Fears, and remove tho 
Jealouſies, which are but too unhappily propagi ct. 
ted among them. ö ed 

1 think it altogether needleſs to ſay more i 
Defence of my ſelf or the following Diſcourſe 8 
only give me leave to detain you from it ſo log en 
as to aſſure you, that you now have it, juſt as WW"! 
was Preach'd, without adding to, or expunginfiF/* 
our of it, one Line, Word, or Syllable. And / 
you and the Candid Reader, will but pardon H 
Imperfections of Style, and other leſſer Deſed l of 
that may occur to you in reading it, I ſhall offi 4 
be at all Sollicitous about any other Cenſures ti the 
already have been, or hereafter may be paßt“ 
ppon it. I am, n 
th t 

GENTLEMEN, le 

8 Sh 25 ES. 7 1. 
Tortwort C | 1 . " Ti 
2 . 1714. Dur Obedient Humble Servus En 
Glo 


Baosbert h 


ff Advertiſement to the Reader. 


Think it may not be improper to acquaint the Rea- 
der, That I have cauſe to believe this Grand- 


) was pickt on purpoſe to make this Preſentment. 
e great many Gentlemen of Quality, who were on 


he firſt Pannel, were firuck off, and never called; as 
award Stephens, Kinard Delabere, William Bag- 
ot, Tho. Stephens of Lippiat, F/quires, &c. 
emen of Known Worth and Untainted Honour, 


Sin 
nod ho, for that reafon, were without queſtion laid 
oof. Al thoſe Gentlemen of the firſt Pannel who 


ed in my Neighbourhood, were in like manner flruck 
and a Tales taken to make up the Number ſufficient 
go through with the Matter in hand In the Ma- 


long ement of this Buſineſs, I have nothing to object a- 
as / either the High-Sheriff or Under- Sheriff, far 
agiler of them was preſent ; but all Matters were 
\ng WW -1/acted by the Country-Clerk, to whoſe Dexterity 


d Addreſs it is that I muſt chiefly impute the Suc- 
of this Affair. | | 


And now having acquainted the Reader with ſome 


ll ne 
£ tube Steps that were taken to procure ſuch a Preſeut- 
al” he will pardon me, if I inſert the following Pa- 


rs, which are juſt come to my hands; and this da 
th the deepeſt Senſe of Gratitude to thoſe Worthy, 
mlemen, who have ſo generouſly eſpouſed the Cauſe 
ar injured and innocent Perfon. \The firſt # from 
*Warſhipful the Mayor, Aldermen and Common- 
unctl, ehe other from the Grand-Jury of the City 
%% 


er van 


Civit 


Civit' Glouc. f. 


Ad Commune Concilium ibidem tent 6x; 
die Auguſti, Anno Regni Domini Nog 
GEORGIL Det Gratia Magnæ Britahnis 
Franciæ & Hiberniz Regis, Fidei Defenſ 
ris, &c. primo, Annoq; Dom. 1714. 


ce N Eſolved, That the Thanks of this Houſe ſhall be giv 
wy to the Reverend Mr. Robert Bull, One of the Prehn 
** daries of Glouceſter, for the Excellent Sermon, which mf 
© of us heard him Preach on the Aſſize-Sunday, the 1870“ 
* July Ja, in the Cathedral Church in this City. And thi 
* be be deſired to Print the ſame," to convince the Grand 
1% Jury of the County of Gloucefter how much they wa 
wy . 1 
impoſed upon by Falſe Information, in Preſenting him, fi 
* Preaching ſuch a Sermon, which they neither heard, nor wi 
i preach'd within their Furiſdiction, 
Stephens, Com' Cle 


Got Gone k 
4 V the Grand Fury of the City of Glouceſter, 41 
«© General Duarter-Seſſions of the Peace, held fort 
& ſaid County, on Monday the 12th Day of July, 171, 
and thence adjourn'd to the 6th Day of Auguſt followin 
& do Thank the Reverend Mr. Robert Bull, Prebendan 
«© Glouceſter, for the Excellent Sermon which he preach 
« on Aſſize- Sunday laſt in the Cathedral Church of Glot 
&© ceſter, before Mr. Baron Price, And do make it our R 


. I 


ag queft to him to Print the ſame, 


Daniel Collerick. | Richard Lane. 
William Haines. | Tho. Rogers. 
Tho. Carrill. John Collet. 
John Knowles. | Charles Roberts. 
Tho. Fletcher. | Daniel Palling. 
Jonath. Green, | Tho. Jeens. 
Tho. Coxe. Henry Wilſon. 


» 
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ö SERMON 


Preach'd at the 


i 8 
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PSALu GXIL vii. 


Heart is fixed, truſting in the Lord. 


HE Pſalm, out of which my Text is 
taken, is a very Elegant Deſcription, 
both of the Duty and Privileges, the 
Aj Virtues and Advantages of the Righ- 
Tag teous, and truly Pious Man; which 

l are ſuch as do much tend to thePraiſe 


Gracious to all his Servants, that there cannot be 
peter Happineſs, than to be in the Number of 
em. And therefore this (as the former, and ſome 
— © other 


\THEDRAL of Glouceſter, &c. 


e ſpall not be afraid of evil Tiamos, bis 


04 i ir 2»  At-<S wa MIA. Reno ot 9 


——— — 


and Honour of God, who is ſo exceed- 
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eſtabliſhed, and unmoved, at the approach of Evils 


2 An Aſixe Sermon 


. other Pſalms are) is by the Hebrews entitled Hallelujah, 
though there be no other expreſs Praiſing of God 

The Deſcription of the Righteous Man (as I ſaid 
before) is here mixed, giving an Account partly of 


n Sin 
he a Si. 
ry I ſha 


his Virtues, partly of his Felicities: Sometimes he That 
tells us, how Good and Excellent, and then preſent. << 
ly after, how Bleſſed and Happy a Man he is; to Mo"Y» 
ſhew us the near and neceſſary Connexion that there Nberei. 
is between Virtue and Happineſs, between Duty and pf Goc 
Reward. The Inſtance of my Text, indeed, con- I ſuppo 


will be 
tho in 
o be 
Duty. 

but the 
go nea! 


tains both together; to have a Mind and Heart fixed, 


and Dangers, is both the Good Man's Duty and 
Propriety, and alfo his great Happineſs. 


The Words of the Text are too plain and eaſy to 


need any Critical Explication ; but the Matter 0 2 
it is ſo weighty, that it requires and deſerves 2 e Er 
more exact Survey. The Thing that David here de- * G 
ſcribes is the Righteous Man's Conſtancy, Evenneß, {Mei 
and Unconcernedneſs of Mind, at the View of ap- Far 
proaching Evils and Dangers, proceeding from a fix- . L 
ed Truſt in God. He ſhall not be afraid of evil Tidings, Mx 
. bu Heart i fixed, truſting in the Lord, The fame Thing 0 of 
is again expreſs'd in Terms much alike, Ver. 8. Hs f 5 
Heart is Eſtabliſhed, he ſhall not be afraid. * 
el, Beh 
Now our Buſineſs here will be to enquire more di- Wy 7 
ſtinctly, what is this Conſtancy, Evenneſs, and Un- Ive 


concernedneſs of Mind, at the News of approaching 
Dangers, that David here ſpeaks of. For in this Cale 
it is eaſy to fall into Miſtakes of no light Conſe— 


md, F 


de In! ade t, 
quence, by conceiving that to be our Duty which 1 e 
6 WL RET Ee — $$: 
CT acl ever, 
Hammond 's Annot. bel 
i @ 5 Anne elore 


a din; 


Preach'd at Glouceſter. 3 
a Sin ; or on the other Hand, by thinking that to 
he 2 Sin, which 18 indeed our Duty. To this Enqui- 
ry I ſhall premiſe this general Obſervation, viz. 


That there is a very wide Difference to be made 


only, or his own private Concerns : and ſuch as 


. vherein God's Church, and the Honour and Glory 
and bf God are deeply concern'd : The former of which 
con-. ſuppoſe David here chiefly intends. The good Man 


tho in both he will not be, or (at leaſt) he ought not 
o be too much diſcompoſed, or unſettled from his 
Duty. His own Concerns may lightly touch him ; 
but the Concerns of God's Church, and of Religion, 
po nearer to his Heart. e 

To make this Matter clear, I ſhall ſet before you 


hgh him Good, becauſe he was indeed fuch , though 
well dtherwife he had no ſmall Faults, for which HE, 
f ap. Fi Family, and Poſterity did dearly ſmart. In 1 Sam. 
a fix. . ir, 12, 13, 14. God delivers fad and diſmal Ti- 
g lings to the young Prophet Samuel, to be convey'd 
Thing i” him to the Ears of Eli: The Tidings amount to 
7 1 leſs than the utter Ruin of his Family and Po- 


terity, The, Words are, And the Lord ſaid unto Samu- 


re di- Ears of every one that heareth it ſhall tingle. In that Day 
Un- % perform againft Eli, all Things aobieb ] have ſpoken 
ching bis Houſe: When I begin I will alſo make an 
; Cale d. For I have told him, that I will judge his Houſe for 
donſe- for the Iniquity which he knowcth : Becauſe his Sons 
ich ö ade themſelves wile, and he reſtrained them not, And 


Ierefore ] have ſworn unto Eli, that the Iniquity of Eli's 
Houſe, ſhall not be purged with Sacrifice and Offering for 
ever, This is but a ſhort Repetition of what had been 
before more largely forerold by a Man of God, 

5 Chap. 


between ſuch evil Tidings, as relate to a Man's ſelf 


ill be far differently affected in theſe different Caſes; 


the Example of Good Old Eli the Prieſt. I call 


el, Behold, J will do a thing in Iſrael, at which both the 
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4 An Alſize Sermon 
Chap.” 2. 27, to the end of the Chapter. Let us now 
ſee with what an even Mind, with how perfect a Re 
ſignation to the Will of God, the Good Old Man te, 
Celves theſe dreadful Tidings, Ver. 18. Aud Samue 
told kim every bit, and hid nothing from him: And þ 
ſaid, It is the Lord, let him do what ſeemeth him pu 
Thus Eli bore the News of thoſe his private Calami 
ties, that yet were the Fruits of God's Diſpleaſurg 
and which he knew alſo to be the Puniſhments « 
his griizvous Sin; which is a mighty Aggravarion 
For Guile, and the Conſcience of Sin, is the chic 
Sting cf all Afflictions and Calamities, and that which 
renders them the moſt pungent to us. And yet E 
becauſe he had repented, and knew, or at lea 
ſtrongly hoped, that God had pardon'd him, and thq 
his Soul, and eternal Concernments were faie, th 
calmly reccives and ſubmits tu the ſad Menaccs 0 
Temporal Ruin and Deſtruction to himſelf and F 
mily. How willingly and chearfully therefore woll 
he have received and entertained the Tidings of cih 
Evils and Afflictions, that were only to have bes 
Tryals of his Fortitude and Patience, and Occalio 
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of obtaining a richer Crown, and a greater Reward WI, an 
1 „ | | And 
Thus you ſee how little Eli was concerned Hens 
moved at thoſe diſmal Tidings that rouch'd only ily b 
ſelf, and his own private Intereſt, though with veWQurch 
lad Circumſtances, But he was far otherwile affects clud 
in the Danger of the Ark of God, and of ReligiuWant ? 
When the Ark was fooliſhly carried out into Sun 
Camp by the Iſraelites, as their only Defence agaÞ'd r 
the mighty Army of the Pbiliſtines, when they Men m 
forſaken their God, and their Obedience to hi Here 
(which would have been their beſt Defence, ) fee h 
mightily Eli was concern'd for the great Danger int 2 
Ark of God was then in. 1 Sam. 4. 13. Eli /t i ou c 
Pay 4 


a Scat by the Ii/ay-ſide, watching : for his Heart rem 


Preachd at Glouceſter. 5 


» the Ark of God. But what an Amazement was it 
o him, when he heard the dreadful Tidings of the 
rk; being taken by the Uncircumciſed Ph:lifines ! 
ee Verſes 16, 17, and 18 of the 4th Chapter; where 
Lu will obſerve, that whilſt he heard the News of 
e Death of his two Sons, he kept his Seat unmo=- 
a: but as ſoon as he heard of the Captivicy of the 
ck, he preſently tainted, and fell backward, and brake 


; Neck, and died. So vaſt a Difference is there be- 


\ 
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15 ( 
ionen a Good Man's Concernment for the Publick, 
chi a for his own Private Danger. 
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But notwithſtanding this, it is poſſible for us to be 
ilry of a Sinful Exceſs, even in the Concernment 
rthe Good of God's Church: And this perhaps was 


„ch kzult of Old E's, added to his other. He heard 
ces Wt the Ark of God was taken, and then deſpair'd, 
d Ii died: As it when the Ark was taken, it had 
wou en loſt for ever, and God could not recover and 
f oem) it again. But yet this we know he did, and 
> bai: in a moſt miraculous Manner, and to the dear 
cat of the Pbiliſtines, as you may read in the 5th, 


, and 7th Chapters. 

und are not too many of us guilty of this Folly ? 
en we hear thac Religion is in Danger, we pre- 
ly bode, that it is loſt for ever: And when the 


vard 


ed an 
Ly bit 


h re rch of God is under Perſecution, we \traight 
ffecteclude chat it is utterly forſaken. Juſt as if an 1g- 
eligßzent Man, and void of Philoſophy , when he ſees 
ato dun under an Eclipſe, ſhould pronounce that it 
gaze never ſhine in its former Luſtre more. How 
ney Hen more commendable were it for us ro imitate. 
to bi Heroick Courage and Confidence of the Great 
fee Ne, who when the Arian Perſecution was moſt 
get ent againſt the Catholick Church, thus comforted 
| fat i elf and others: It z but a little Cloud, tbat will 
ems away. Perhaps it may be our Lot, or our 


next 
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Hearts with Joy, and their Mouths with Praiſes + 


Experience of above Seventeen hundred Years hath 
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abundantly aſſured us of the Truth of this Saying 
vils have already tried and uſed all their Power and 
ſtianity; and yet it ſtill remains, and fo it ſhall te 


tion. | 


ment will not as yet fall upon us. But if ever it 


 Confines of America. May the Will of God be ant 
muſt be our laſt and final Refolution in the worll 


the Good Man will rejoice, though at the ſame tim 


that her greateſt Happineſs. In a word, Chriliig 


6 Ann Aſſize Sermon 


next Poſterity s, to bear the Fury and Brunt of ſc 
a Storm. But let us hope, that afterward; 3 joyfü 
Calm and Serenity will follow, that ſhall fill Men! 


Almighty God. Christ hath told us, that the Gates 
of Hell ſhall not prevail againſt his Church: and t 


What need we then to fear? Wicked Men and De 
Art, and that again and again, to extirpate Chri 
the End of the World,, in ſpight of all Oppo 


I grant, the True Reformed Religion may (with 
out any Violation. of Chri##'s Promiſe ) ſhift and 
change its Quarters ; and utterly forſaking our Sin 
ful Iſland, be planted in ſome other Nation an- 
Country, that ſhall bring forth more and bettet 
Fruits of it, than we have done. Though it is tc 
be hoped, for many Reaſons, that this fatal Judg 


ſhould, we ought ſo far to deny our ſelves, and t 
put off that fond Affection we generally have t 
our own dear Country, as to be content; and no 
only ſo, but to thank and bleſs God, that the Purity 
of Religion finds any Reception and Entertainment 
any-where, though it be in the utmoſt Borders ang 


Extremity of Things. If God be glorified, and th 
True pure Religion of Chriſt ſomewhere continued 


he weep bitterly to ſee his own Country bereft 0 


l 


nity in general, and in the Subſtance of it, as it 1 
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former Ages hitherto continued, ſo it ſhall till 
\mtinue to the End of the World. The Primitive 
hriſtianity, taught by Chriſt and his Apoſtles, and 
"WM above Three hundred Years retain'd more purely 
tg ne Churches of Chriſt, was afterwards indeed for 
Due Ages dark'ned with very grievous Superſtitions 
d Errors, by degrees creeping into the Chriſtian 
old; ſo that it was no eaſy Thing then for an 
neſt Man to feel out his Way to Heaven. But 
God's due Time this Darkneſs was in many Places 
ſpell'd by thoſe ſhining Lights that God was plea- 
do kindle and ſet up in his Church. And there 
no doubt bur the ſame Thing may ( though God 
hid it ever ſhould ) happen again. The Worſe 
an Egyptian Darkneſs of Popery, may once again 
night Us and the other Reformed Churches; and 
hings ſeem to have a kind of Tendency to this diſ- 
al Ilue, through the Contentions and Animoſities 


and : 

he at are induſtriouſly fomented between ſome of the 
hy Wo:<fiant Princes, and the growing Power of other 
Jude inces, that are {worn Enemies to the Reformation. 


(5 ſo, as poſſibly ic ſhall never more return. 


d no 5 
5 urin Thus you fee the far different Concernment, that 
inmen ed Men have and ought to have, for the Welfare 
the Church, and for their own private Intereſt ; 


, I come now to ſhew you more diſtinctly, 


405 = erein this Unconcernedneſs of the good Man at 
ereft oF News of Evils and Dangers approaching himſelf. 
Shia <onfiſt. And here I ſhall proceed, both Nega- 


1 
and Aſfirmatively. 


t if this ſhould happen, yet at length Light will 
ain break through the Cloud, and diſpel that Dark- 


0 that David in my Text chiefly reſpects the latter, 
en he ſays of the Righteous, He ſhall not be afraid of 
i Tidings, This general Obſervation being premi- 


(1.) Nega- 


* 
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(r.) Negatively, The good Man's Conſtane 
Evenneſs and Unconcernedneſs of Mind at the Ney 
of approaching Evils and Dangers, is not a StupidiM.; 
of Mind, ſuch as excludes all Foreſight and Appre 
henſion of approaching Danger, and all due Care 
avoid it. For on the contrary, the Son of David ex 
preſsly tells us, A prudent Man foreſeeth the Evil, a 
hideth himſelf ; but the ſimple paſs on, and are puniſhed, Pro 
22. V. 3d. Not to foreſee Danger, and beware of 
when we may, is brutiſh. But when we ſee an ar 
proaching Danger, not to be ſenſible or apprehe 
ſive of it, is perfect Madneſs, and worſe than Brutif 
neſs. For the very Brute Beaſts, when they ſee 
Danger coming, will uſe all means they can to ſhy 
it.; as Balaam's Aſs would rather turn aſide, and cru 
his Maſter's Foot, than run upon the Angel's Swor 
This Stupidity therefore is not that Conſtancy ( 

Mind, which David intends in my Text. 


(.̃ 2.) Therfore Afirmatively. This Conſtancy 
Mind which David here recommends as the Proprie 
and Duty of the Righteous Man, is 


Firſt, Such a Conſtancy of Mind, as excludes 
Amazement, and all ſuch Fear, as betrays the S 
cours of Reaſon, as the Son of Syrach expreſſeth 
Some Men, when they receive the Tidings of! 
proaching Dangers, ( eſpecially if that Danger be 
preſented as greater) are perfectly ſtunn'd, and 
terly void of Reaſon and Counſel. They are an 
and yet take no care to avoid the Things they ft 
They make a miſerable Outcry of their Danger, | 
yet never think of Means to ſhun it. Their Fear 
vehemently tranſports them, as that they are 9 
beſide themſelves; and if a Man ſhould attempt 


_ adviſe or comfort them in this Fit, he would und 
1 t 
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ke as hard a Task, and as ridiculons, as he that 
ne ould ſolemnly undertake to Preach a Sermon to the 
Leu ladmen in Bedlam. Does this Diſcompoſure of 
idirWpirit become good Men ? Is this that Conſtancy of 


pp lind, which David recommends as the Character of 

re truly Righteous Perſon ? Certainly, No. | 

d ex | | = 

„an (z.) It is ſuch a Conſtancy of Mind, as excludes 

ProfMll Deſpondency of Heart, and Dejection of Spirit. 

of Wo worldly Fear ſhould diſmay or diſpirit us: As 
n 2 the other Hand, no glad Tidings relating to this 
chenWorld, ſhould tranſport us into exceflive Joy, or too 


vii uch lift us up. Neither ſhould Fear ſhrink our 


fee Nlearts, nor Joy widen and enlarge them too much. 
) ſhuMndeed, they that are guilty of either Extream, eaſily 
crußzel into the other as the Scene changes. But a good 
wor lan ſhould be always the ſame , always of the 


icy ne even and compoſed Temper. What a ſhame- 


cy 
zprie 


ing to our Ears, is Death; for this is the 18 
at Man can do unto us. And ſhould Death be ſo 


e Premiſes of Immortality, and a- Bleſſed Life to 


of me, that Chriff hath given us? It was the Glory 
r be the Chriſtians of Old, that the very Heathens 
and ere forced to give them this Commendation, that 
af the Chriſtians were Deſpiſers of Death. And is not 


ame Yeſterday, to Day, and for Ever? Certain- 


Fear But we are not the ſame Chriſtians. We do 
ite 0088" live by Faith, and in a continual Meditation of 
emp. 


Thing is it to ſee a Chriſtian, at the News of ap- 
coaching Dangers, behave himſelf like a Child, or 
emble and faint like a Coward ? Hath Chriſtiani- 
taught us no better Things than this? Have we 
learned Chriſt? The worſt Tidings that Men can 


ible to a Chriſtian ? To what Purpoſe than ſerva_ 


riſtianity ſtill the ſame Thing? Is not Feſus Chriſt 


Bleſſed Life to come, as They did; Or rather, 
5 G We 
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we are not ſo careful of obſerving the Precepts Mer 
Chriſt, as they were, and therefore we do not rillliic 
that Comfort and Courage from the Promiſes Mz: 
Cbriſt, as they did: We do not Live, and thereſo a. 
We cannot Die, like them. ur | 

My Brethren , we profeſs our ſelves Chriſtian 
and to believe the Promiſes of the Goſpel; and 

perſwade my ſelf, we do ſo. But do we duly Con 
der of what we Believe? If we did, this Faith wo 
work in us a greater Love, and that Love a great 
Courage. Remember that excellent Exhortarion | 
St. Peter, 2 Pet. 1. 5. And beſides all this, giving all] 
ligence, add to your Faith Virtue, i. e. 'Fortitude. Hi 
the word agen, in the Original, cannot here be 
ken in its wider Signification for Virtue in Gene 
becauſe it is diſtinguiſh'd from Faith, which yet i 
Virtue in that Senſe; and it is diſtingoifh'd 'likew 
from many other Virtues, that are preſently aft 
wards named, as Knowledge, Temperance, | Patience, 1 


the like. Tr muſt therefore here needs ſignify fol. 4 
particular Virtue, viz. Fortitude or Courage. So li is 
hence we learn, That a Chriſtian's Faith is imp aver 
fect, inſufficient, and nothing worth, unleſs then, 
be added Fortitude and Courage, in the Reception engt. 
Entertainment of whatſoever Evils and Dangers Hen t 
approach. Re 
| aged 
(3. ) And laſfly. This Conſtancy excludes Nat lo. 
troubleſome and reſtleſs Sollicitude and /nxiety Mum | 
Mind about future Contingencies and Events. Ne hi 


be in continual Care and Fear concerning es. 
may hereafter happen, is it ſelf the greateſt Mp may 
ry, greater than any we can Fear, or take Ot jt 
of in this World. And therefore, why fr. 
we antedlate our Miſeries? Why ſhontd we WGkril 
. f 
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o 


yer · ſollicĩitous about future Events? Why ſhouid 
e not rather mind the Words of our Saviour, 
datt. 6. Ver laſt, Sufficient to the Day is the Evil 
rofl. We ſhould not therefore affright and torment 
ur ſelves about future Contingencies , but rather 
m theſe our Fears into Prayers to Almigiicy God, 
at be would give us Grace © bear wha:ſozver he 
ſl lay upon us. We ſhould multiply our Prayers, 
id leſſen our Fears, and then we ſhall receive the 
ne Anſwer from God, tkac Sr. Paul did, 2 Cor. 12. 
My Grace is ſufficient for thee, for my Stren made 


reat race 
on Wes in Weakneſs Let us turn our Fear into 4 great- 
4 Diligence in doing our Duty, and then gen ris 

Fl Fear will tend to our greater Advantage. if we 


be 


4 
| 


ure our ſelves, that the God whom we ſerve, will 


ene | 

yer eCare of us, and ſecure us, as to all future Events. 
evi God is faithful, who will not ſuffer you to be tempted 
Altre 1247 ge are able, but will with the Temptation make 
ce, wAL eſcape, that ye may be able to bear it, 1 Cor. 10. 
y ſol: As ſure as God is faithful (and his Faichful- 


ls is more ſure and firm than the Hinges of the 


-So'tl : 
| avens, and the Foundations of the Earth) ſo ſure 


- 
imp 


chef, That he will never be wanting with his 
ion ength and Aſſiſtance, to the fincere Chriſtian, 
gers en the time of Trial comes: But then we muſt 


Remember, That this Faithfulneſs of God, is 


judes 

iet 
mts. 
ing 


him for his Grace earneſtly and frequently, and 


Cs. . 


ike 1 it is harder to prepare for Suffering, than to 
y TW None can be a true Martyr but the mortifi- 
4 we Christian, and Mortifcation is more difficult than 


— 


ke this our preſent Caie and Buſineſs, we may 


aged only to thoſe that are Faithſul to him; 4. e. 
a love him heartily, adhere to him cloſely , pray 


e him carefully before the time of Tryal 


oft way feem a Paradox, but it is a great Truth, 


0 C 2 Martyr- 


7 

4 

0 U 

"by 

65 

* 

7 7 
1 \ 
11 
1 
| 

4 


Hends that hang dinyn, and the feeble Knees : and ma 
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Martyrdom. To crucify the Fleſh, with the Aﬀea; 
ons and Luſts thereof; continually to Croſs our car 
val Appetites; conſtantly to deſpiſe the Pleaſures o 
Sin, which are but for a Seaſon ; to be dead unto the 
World, and as it were unconcerned about the Thing 
thereof; to have our Converſation in Heaven, ani 
to live in the daily Meditation of the Life to come 
This is the great and moſt difficult Work. All thy 
follows, even Martyrdom it ſelf, will be eaſy ivhel 
this is effected. And therefore let this be our great 
eſt Care, and then we need not be Sollicitous whi 
we fhall do in time of Tryal. Wherefore lift up 
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ſtrait Paths for your Feet, leſt that which is lame be tur 
cut of the Way ; but let it rather be healed; as the Divi 
Author of the Epiſtle to the Hehrews ſpeaks, Cha 
22. ver. 12, 13. Let us not torment our ſelves wi 
the Thoughts how we ſhall bear ſuch exquiſite Pain 
but lift up our Eyes to Heaven, and view the Not 
Army of Martyrs there triumphing in Glory. | 
mong them we ſhall find many of the weaker % 
many tender Women, and younger Perſons, not mu 
advanced above Childhood, who have been at 
thro' God's Grace to paſs the fiery Tryal , and 
are now rewarded with a Crown of Glory. We! 
not to imagine but that many of theſe, have be 
perplex d with as timorous Apprehenſions beforet 
Sufferings, as any that can aſſault us. But they fol 
God faithful to them in their greateſt Extremit! 
and fo ſhall we, if like them, we devote our fel 
wholly ro the Service of our Redeemer. It 5 
yond our Ability fully ro conceive or imagine 
What Means God can ſo comfort and ſupport 
faithful Servants in the midſt of ſuch Sufferings: 
yet we may in ſome meaſure comprehend this ex 
ordinary Piſpenſatipn of Providence, it we ren 


14 An Alſize Sermon 


; From what has been ſaid, you ſee, that if it wers 
our Misfortune to be reduced to the like Calais | 


yet if we faichfully diſcharge our Duty to Gad, and 
with Confidence commit our As to his gracious 
Protection, we have all the Reaſon in the World 0 
believe, that he would comfort and ſupport us under 
them, But God be praiſed, we as yet enjoy our Re. 
gion in Peace and Quietneſs, and have no Reaſot 
te deſpair, but that this Mercy will ſtill be continue: 
There was a Time indeed (and many that are here 
preſent have Cauſe to remember it) when Popery 
was coming on us with an High Hand, when the 
Danger was thought to be ſo certain that no Humane 
Power could reſcue us from it, and when every Mau 
was preparing himſelf to ſuffer thoſe Calamitic 
which he faw fo very near him. But yet at that 
Time, even when we were upon the very Brink of 
Deſtruction, the Merciful God raiſed us up a Deli 
verer, who ſnatch'd us from the Jaws of Death, con 
firm'd to us our tottering Libercies, and fix'd them 
upon their Ancient and Solid Foundations. Hoi 
thankful ſhould we be to God for ſuch a Mercy, and 
he precious ought the Memory of it to be for evet 
to ys! Tis to that glorious Inſtrument of Providence 
that We owe the In valuable Happineſs we at preſent 
enjoy under our moſt Pious and Religious Queen 
From whom we haye received ſo many A ſurance ol 
| the greateſt Zeal to the Church of England, and mcli 
tender Regard to the Proteſtant Intereſt in general 
that we have all the Reaſon in the World to þelien 
(and as much to rejoice in that Belief ) that theſe in 
eſtimable Bleſſings will be continued to us, while f 
glorious a Light continues to ſhine and dart its be 


nign and comfortable Influence upon us. But then 
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o che ocher Hand, we have no-ſmall Cauſe to fear, 


vetalnat when God otir-of his Wrath Thall pleaſe to de- 
ies ave us of ſo watchful a Guardian, that Light may 
ande ſueceededi by as great a Darkneßz, and our prefeft 
ion Pan- ſhine by A fad Obſeurity. We have the fame E- 
di emies ſtinl:hovering over us: The Court and Church 
nder Rome, greedily Fhirſting for our Peſttuction; u 
Re. pretender to Her Majeſty's: Crown, arm and ready 
ant band to ſecond-all their execrable Deſigns; antt'a 


Foreign Power, Whieh (though at prefent it: may 
em to be lull'd aſleep by the Charms of Peace) did 
herer yet want en Inclination, but an Opportunity 


peru impoſe him on us. And if it ſhould pleafe God, 
the or our many and greàt Sins, to give us this Ureadful 


up of his Vengeance to drink, what Confuſion, 
iin, and Deſolation, may we not expect? But T 
il not inſiſt longer on this Subject, leſt I ſhould 


thahnwart my own Intentions, and Increaſe in you thoſe 
1k g ears which I am endeavouring to Allay, 
Nel Which 1 21 8 


Wherefore to conctude ; that we may either pre- 
ent ſo heavy a Judgment, or qualify our ſelves for 
he Divine Gracè to ſupport us under it, let us every 
ne in particular repent us of eur former Sins; eſpe- 


r cially chat heinous Stn of Ingratitude to God, and the 
dence Wappy Inſtruments of his Providence, which is now 
relenWecome a crying Sin of this Nation: Let us for the 
ucen 


uture diſcharge our Duty to God with greater Zeal 
nd Faithfulneſs : Let us be Obedient to our Gover- 


Wors, who watch over us for aur. Good: -Let-us-live 
enetu Peace one with another, laying aſide all thoſe un- 
bel 'Gi:ſonable Heats and Jealouſies, which are ſo deſtru- 
eſe iu tre, both of our Own Eaſe and the Publick Safety; 
chile allet us unite together as one Man, for the De- 
* nce and Security of the Proteſtant Religion, and 
ut | 


cellion, as it is now by Law eſtabliſhed ; which 
can 
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can no other way be preſerved than by Pence aul 

1 Union, and a conſcientious Obſervation of thoſe 9 

: lemn Oaths and Obligations, by which we haye (if 
many times bound our ſelves to maintain and ſuppyr 
it. In a word; let us live Lives worthy of that Hol 
Religion we profeſs, and then let us truſt in G0 
and fear nothing that may happen to us for the fl 
ture; ſo ſhall we fetch out the Mark of David's Goof 
Man in the Text, who « not afraid of evil Tidings, l 
wing bu beart fixed, truſting in the Lord, Regt. 


| New to God the Father, God the Son, and God the Hi 
Gho#t, be aſcribed all Honour and Glory, Adoraii 
and Praiſe, both now and for evermore. Amen. 
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